Minutes
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
Alvin Meyer Residence
316 Meyer Road
Eudora, Arkansas  
December 4, 2007 
 
Commissioners Present 
Garland Hayes 
Anna Grizzle

Bobby Kennedy 
Alvin Meyer

James Banks
Joe St. Columbia
Robin McClendon 

Taralou Dunklin

Commissioners Absent 
Molly Houseworth

Eva Hollowell

Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director, Delta Byways Regional Association
Paula Miles, Delta Byways Regional Association

Jana Greenbaum, Communications Section Manager, Arkansas Dept. of Parks & Tourism

Mayor Joanne Bush, Lake Village
Lynette Graham, Lake Village City Clerk
Mac Ball, Jr., Eudora Chamber of Commerce
Ocie Hunter, Lake Chicot State Park Superintendent

Martin Reese, Lake Village Welcome Center Manager

Carol Meyer

Fred Sands

Wanda Banks

Betty Kennedy

Call to Order 
Chairman Garland Hayes called the meeting to order, welcomed and introduced the guests and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to participate in the meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission.  
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Bobby Kennedy moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Joe St. Columbia seconded and

motion carried. 
Geocaching Project for 70th Anniversary of Great River Road Update
Nancy Clark introduced Jana Greenbaum, Arkansas Department of Parks & Tourism Communications Manager, who provided an explanation of geocaching sport. Nancy Clark explained that the national board has approved a geocaching promotion in conjunction with the Great River Road 70th Anniversary Celebration in 2008.  The national office has set a goal of 
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70 caches for the anniversary, or a minimum of 7 in each of the Great River Road states. Ms. Clark recommends 10 for Arkansas, one in each of the 10 counties represented by the 
Arkansas Commission, with the Commissioner of the County in charge of its cache for the project.  The Communications Committee and Pilch & Barnet, the management company for the national board has agreed on an historical/cultural theme for the project.  The following list of locations was proposed for Arkansas and they include:  arch in Blytheville for Mississippi County, Sultana Mural in Marion for Crittenden County, the Hughes Water Tower in St. Francis County, St. Francis Forest in Lee County, River Reach Park in Phillips County, Turner in Monroe County (cemetery at Highway 1 and 39), White River Wildlife Refuge or the Civil War monument in St. Charles for Arkansas County, the old school or water tower in Tillar for Drew County, Desha County Courthouse for Desha County, and Lakeport Plantation in Chicot County.  The national office is drafting a news release that can be customized for individual states.  Jana Greenbaum is soliciting sponsorship funds from Murphy Oil and Academy Sports.  Without sponsors, each Commissioner will need to register on Geocaching.com and post their caches as individuals.  Nancy Clark is purchasing geocaching containers to provide for each county.  Commissioners will be responsible for securing small trade items from local businesses to stock in cache containers in their county.  Ms. Clark will recruit prizes for a special drawing in Arkansas. The Arkansas group will host a geocaching event sometime in 2008.  She also told the Commission about the Arkansas Geocachers Society and asked them to register on the site, www.arkgeocaching.org, and try to solicit local geocachers to assist and support the cache in their county.  

National Cultural & Heritage Projects
Dr. Ruth Hawkins reported that she and Commissioner Alvin Meyer had participated in a conference call a few weeks earlier where the national group expressed the desire for local groups to visit their local interpretive centers.  Arkansas has 4 which include the Delta Cultural Center at Helena, Arkansas Post National Memorial at Gillette, White River Wildlife Refuge at St. Charles and Lake Chicot State Park at Lake Village.  The new national Mississippi River Parkway Commission (MRPC) Web site (www.experiencemississippiriver.com) only links to 4 of the centers nationwide and all should be encouraged to link to that site.  There is also a need to educate the centers about the Commission and its mission in order for each center to raise awareness of the MRPC.  Additionally, the Interpretive Plan and Toolkit for the Great River Road needs to be distributed to each center and explained to the center’s staff so they understand how they fit into the plan and to help them utilize the toolkit.  Dr. Hawkins recommended starting workshops in January with each of the centers and their staff to explain the Great River Road and the interpretive plan.  Copies of the interpretive plan are posted on the ExperienceMississipppiRiver Web site. Nancy Clark said that she would be responsible for re-producing copies of the plans for the Arkansas interpretive centers. The White River Wildlife Refuge has new staff so a workshop needs to be held there as soon as possible. Dr. Hawkins said that the outdoor signs for the interpretive centers were supposed to have the national information on one side and the Arkansas designation on the other side of the poles.  The Arkansas design is complete, but in looking at the poles which were installed they are not slit on both sides for installation of 2 signs.  Commissioner Joe St. Columbia is researching a remedy.  If it is too costly to alter the poles, Dr. Hawkins stated that there was enough Great River Road grant money to purchase new poles.

Dr. Hawkins said for working purposes, the national Cultural and Heritage Committee divided the Mississippi River into 3 sections: the upper, middle and lower River regions.  Arkansas is in the lower River area which includes Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana.  The themes 
MRPC Minutes

December 4, 2007

Page 3
selected for the lower River include Civil War, blues, historic homes and natural heritage, and it will not be difficult to pull itineraries together to circulate to this Commission for feedback.
Delta Byways Update
Dr. Ruth Hawkins reported that the annual banquet date has been moved to January 25, 2008, and will be held in Wynne, Arkansas.  Ten annual Delta Byways awards will be presented to individuals or organizations who have contributed significantly to tourism in the region.  Paula Miles stated that nominations are still being accepted and encouraged everyone to submit them for deserving entities and individuals.
Dr. Hawkins said she recently met with Arkansas State Highway Commissioner, John Ed Regenold, and presented ideas that would allow the Highway Department to preserve the Arch in Blytheville and still allow for expansion of the road beneath it. Subsequently, Highway Commission Director, Dan Flowers agreed that more should be done to preserve historic sites and Dr. Hawkins suggested a partnership between the Highway Department and Delta Byways to pursue options that allow the arch to remain where it stands.  Dr. Hawkins recommended the project be submitted as a Great River road scenic byways grant project.  She also said that a grant was submitted, and should be forthcoming to clean the concrete overpass and provide landscaping where Interstates 40 and 55 converge—this is where the Great River Road comes into West Memphis from the north on Highway 77 which goes under the overpass.  The concrete will be painted blue and green with the Pilot’s Wheel on it.

Copy has been written for the Great River Road brochure, and images are being sought for it. Dr. Hawkins also provided tear-off maps for each Commissioner to distribute in their respective counties.  The maps are being provided to welcome centers, hotels, attractions and state parks to promote sixteen key Delta destinations in the Delta Byways Region.  The Great River Road brochure will compliment information provided on the map. The National Trust for Historic Preservation had input into the selection of the sixteen sites on the map.  A limited number was printed initially to allow for additions and deletions in the future.
The Rural Heritage Development Initiative music heritage trail compact disc has encountered glitches in its funding which has slowed down progress, and production should happen after the first of the upcoming year.

Dr. Hawkins said the Mississippi River Trail (MRT) Commission met on November 30, and the next meeting is scheduled for April in Vicksburg.  Since it coincides with the MRPC meeting, there has been discussion of a joint meeting.  The MRT Commission has a proposal that would link fourteen national park service sites along the Mississippi River over the next few years. She said she believed this proposal will be funded through grants and that there is value to the MRPC meeting with the MRT for proposed projects and pooling of resources.
34th Annual Arkansas Governor’s Conference on Tourism

Nancy Clark stated that the annual Arkansas Governor’s Conference on Tourism will be held March 9-11, 2008, at the Embassy Suites & John Q. Hammons Convention Center in Rogers, Arkansas.  She asked that each Commissioner let her know if they planned to attend in order to take care of registration and hotel arrangements.  It was suggested that a Commission meeting be held in conjunction with the Conference if enough attended for a quorum.
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Joe St. Columbia moved to approve the payment of registration



 fees and travel expenses to attend the 34th annual Governor’s 



Conference on Tourism.  Anna Grizzle seconded and the motion carried.   
Semi-annual National Mississippi River Parkway Commission Meeting
Chairman Hayes reported that the Semi-annual meeting of the national Mississippi River Parkway Commission will be held April 9-11, 2008, in Vicksburg, Mississippi.  He stated that the Arkansas MRPC always has good representation, and to let Nancy Clark know if you plan to attend so she can take care of registration fees. 


Anna Grizzle moved to approve payment of registration



fees and travel expenses for Commissioners, and registration



fees only for Technical Advisors to attend the Semi-annual 



meeting of the national Mississippi River Parkway Commission



to be held on April 9-11, 2008, in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Robin 



McClendon seconded and the motion carried.

Resolution in Support of Marion, Arkansas as the new Location for Mid-South Fair 
Nancy Clark reported that the Mid-South Fair which is held in Memphis is moving to a new location yet to be determined.  Marion, Arkansas is competing with Millington, Tennessee and Tunica, Mississippi for the event.  Alvin Meyer recommended the Commission send a resolution in support of Marion as the new location.


Alvin Meyer moved to approve a resolution in support of Marion, Arkansas, in


its effort to Recruit the Mid-South Fair to relocate there.  James Banks seconded

the motion and it carried.

                                                                         RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, The Mid-South Fair has long been recognized as one of the premier exhibitions in the country; and,

WHEREAS, The Mid-South Fair is among the oldest in the United States, having recently celebrated its 150th anniversary; and, 
WHEREAS, The Mid-South Fair traditionally features top entertainment, the largest livestock show in the South, and a variety of outstanding special events; and,
WHEREAS, The Mid-South Fair annually attracts nearly have a million visitors; and,

WHEREAS, The Mid-South Fair has an annual economic impact in excess of $20 million, including state and local taxes of nearly $1 million; and
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WHEREAS, The Mid-South Fair is now looking for a new home; and

WHEREAS, the City of Marion, Arkansas, is on the Great River Road National Scenic Byway; and
WHEREAS, the City of Marion, Arkansas is bidding to get The Mid-South Fair to relocate in Marion; and

WHEREAS, establishment of The Mid-South Fair in Marion would contribute significantly to the infrastructure of the Delta Byways region, drawing more visitors, and increasing employment and payroll;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas does heartily endorse the City of Marion’s efforts in pursuit of The Mid-South Fair.
This RESOLUTION adopted by the Mississippi River Parkway 

Commission on this 4th day of December 2007, in Eudora, Arkansas.

Miscellaneous
Nancy Clark reported that a travel writer, Diana West, called for information on the Arkansas portion of the Great River Road.  She was seeking help with lodging and travel expenses to tour the entire road in Arkansas.  Ms. Clark did arrange for some complimentary lodging and meals, and paid for one night’s lodging in northern Arkansas. Ms. West visited with Sonny Payne on “King Biscuit Time,” and toured much of east Arkansas.  Travel writer, Kim Williams, with the Department of Parks & Tourism escorted Ms. West during her time in Helena. Ms. West said she would send information about the publishing of her story when available.

Ms. Clark also circulated copes of the Department of Parks & Tourism Spring/Summer ads for review.

Lake Village Mayor Joanne Bush and Mac Ball from Eudora thanked the Commission for the work they do for communities along the Great River Road.

Commission Meeting Schedule

Chairman Garland Hayes reminded Commissioners to be return their TR1s to Nancy Clark for processing.  Chairman Garland Hayes expressed appreciation to Alvin and Carol Meyer for their hospitality in hosting the meeting and for the wonderful lunch. The meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Garland Hayes, Chairman                                  Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

