Minutes

The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
White River Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
57 South CC Camp Road
St. Charles, Arkansas  
July 12, 2007
 
Commissioners Present 
Robin McClendon 

Garland Hayes 
Taralou Dunklin
James Banks
Eva Hollowell

Joe St. Columbia
Molly Houseworth

Anna Grizzle

Alvin Meyer

Commissioners Absent 
Bobby Kennedy
Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director, Delta Byways Regional Association
Paula Miles, Delta Byways Regional Association

Mayor Robert Patrick, St. Charles

Call to Order 
Chairman Robin McClendon called the meeting to order, and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to participate in the meeting.  She introduced Robert Patrick, Mayor of St. Charles.
Welcome

Mayor Patrick welcomed everyone to St. Charles, and stated he was pleased that the Commission had chosen St. Charles for its meeting site. He said that even though St, Charles is a “one cash register” town, during duck hunting season the town’s population grows from 300 to 10,000 with hunters.   He encouraged everyone to take time to tour the White River Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, and to visit the St. Charles Museum.

Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Joe St. Columbia moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Anna Grizzle seconded and the

motion carried. 
Board Meeting of National Mississippi River Parkway Commission (MRPC)
Chairman Robin McClendon reported that she had participated in a recent conference call of the National MRPC Board. Future meeting dates for the national meetings were 
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discussed, and the 2007 annual meeting will be held in Quincy, Illinois, September 20-23; the semi-annual meeting will be held in Vicksburg, Mississippi, April 9-11, 2008, and the annual meeting celebrating the 70th anniversary of the Great River Road will be held in Bettendorf, Iowa September 25-28, 2008.  She also said each of governors from the ten MPRC states will be asked to issue a proclamation in 2008 for the 70th anniversary of the Great River Road.  The national office will also design a special seal commemorating the anniversary to be used in mailings. The seals will be distributed at the meeting in Quincy. 
National Mississippi River Parkway Commission Committees

Chairman McClendon said the Board requested Commissioners’ names for voting members and alternates for each of the national committees.  The following list was complied:

Transportation Committee

Bobby Kennedy (voting member)—James Banks (alternate member)

Julia Hart (technical member)

Culture and Heritage Committee

Joe St. Columbia (voting member)—Alvin Meyer (alternate member)
 Dr. Ruth Hawkins (technical member)
Environment, Recreation and Agriculture Committee
Taralou Dunklin (voting member)—Robin McClendon and Garland Hayes (alternate members) Gip Robertson (technical member)

Marketing Committee
Molly Houseworth (voting member)—Eva Hollowell and Anna Grizzle (alternate members)—Nancy Clark (technical member)

Report from Nominating Committee
Anna Grizzle said the Nominating Committee met, and the following slate of officers was selected for submission to the Commission:
Garland Hayes, Chairman

Anna Grizzle, Vice-chairman

Bobby Kennedy, Secretary-Treasurer.


 Alvin Meyer moved to accept the slate of officers as presented


 by the Nominating Committee with an effective date of


 August 1, 2007.  Joe St. Columbia seconded and the motion carried.
Chairman Robin McClendon stated that she currently serves as Treasurer on the National Commission, and she would like to submit Garland Hayes as Arkansas’s nomination for this position. 


Anna Grizzle moved to submit Garland Hayes’ name for nomination


for Treasurer for the National MRPC.  Joe St. Columbia seconded 

and the motion carried.
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National Mississippi River Parkway Commission Annual Meeting

Nancy Clark stated that information regarding the annual meeting to be held in Quincy, Illinois, September 20-23 has been mailed by the national office.  Copies of the registration forms and program information are included in the Commissioner’s packets.

Ms. Clark said that she would process the payment for the registrations, but Commissioners would need to make their own hotel and travel arrangements.


 Joe St. Columbia moved to approve payment of the registration

 fees and travel expenses for Commissioners, and registration 

 fees only for Technical Advisors to attend the Annual Meeting of

 the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission to be held 

 in Quincy, Illinois, September 20-23, 2007.  James Banks seconded

 and the motion carried.
Update on Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI)

Dr. Ruth Hawkins reminded the Commissioners that the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) is a three-year project. She updated the Commission on recent activities of RHDI which is working in cooperation with the fifteen counties of Arkansas Delta Byways Regional Association.  Dr. Hawkins also said that they were moving ahead with the Music Heritage Trail.  An enhanced compact disc will be produced with interviews of Arkansas Delta musicians, and should be available for distribution in time for the Annual Arkansas Blues and Heritage Festival held in Helena-West Helena, October 4-6, 2007.  Plans are still underway for an African-American Trail and an Agriculture Trail.
Production is in progress on the “tear-off” map project, and should be finished in September.  It will be 12” x 14” in size, and include the fifteen counties of Delta Byways with the Great River Road and its spurs and loops marked, Crowley’s Ridge Parkway, Mississippi River Trail, Trail of Tears routes, Arkansas Welcome Centers and State Parks, and other attractions within the region. 

Several other projects that are being considered through grant applications include the Johnny Cash Memorial at Dyess, Centennial Church at Helena-West Helena, the Greyhound and Kress buildings at Blytheville and a church at Pickens. 

Dr. Hawkins said the grand opening and dedication of Lakeport Plantation will be held September 28, 2007, and invitations will be forth coming.  Panels will discuss restoration projects, and a plantation lunch will be served on the grounds.  Friends of Lakeport will also host a reception following the dedication.

Dr. Hawkins updated the Commission on the Delta Byways Web site.  It has been moved to the Arkansas State University server, and now has over 600 attractions and 400 Delta photos posted.  She announced that the next meeting of the Delta Byways Regional Association would be held at Mallard Pointe in Brinkley on July 25, 2007.

Welcome Center Update

Nancy Clark reported that the Arkansas Highway and Transportation will let bids for contracts on the Blytheville Center soon, the Lake Village Center will remain at the same location and the West Memphis Center location is still under consideration.
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Commission Meeting Schedule

Chairman Robin McClendon asked for a show of hands for the next Commission meeting to be held in September at the annual meeting to be held in Quincy, Illinois provided a quorum is present.
Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Robin McClendon, Chairman                             Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

