Minutes
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
Trotter House Bed & Breakfast
404 North Main Street
Monticello, Arkansas  
May 31, 2006 
 
Commissioners Present 
Robin McClendon 

Garland Hayes 
Bobby Kennedy
Joe St. Columbia 

James Banks
Alvin Meyer
Taralou Dunklin

Commissioners Absent 
Molly Houseworth

Anna Grizzle

Eva Hollowell

Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Call to Order 
Chairman Robin McClendon called the meeting to order, and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to attend the meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas.
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Joe St. Columbia moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Bobby Kennedy seconded and
           the motion carried. 
Annual Meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission 

Robin McClendon reported that the Annual Meeting of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission will be held in St. Louis, Missouri, on September 20-23, 2006.  Nancy Clark asked for a show of hands for those who planned to attend, and stated she would process payment for registration fees for those who would be attending.  

Garland Hayes moved to approve payment of the registration


fees and travel expenses for Commissioners, and registration 


fees only for Technical Advisors to attend the annual meeting


of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission to be held


September 20-23, 2006, in St. Louis, Missouri.  Joe St. Columbia 

seconded and the motion carried.
Great River Road Interpretive Center Signage and Workshop Training

Nancy Clark reported notification had not been received as to the dates for delivery of the Great River Road Interpretive Center signs.  She stated that Arkansas had four centers:  Delta Cultural Center in Helena, Arkansas Post National Memorial at Gillett, 
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White River National Wildlife Refuge at St. Charles and Lake Chicot State Park at Lake Village.  Ms. Clark said she would contact the national office again as to delivery dates. 
2007 National Mississippi River Parkway Commission Meeting in Arkansas
The semi-annual meeting of the national Commission will be held in Arkansas in 2007.  A discussion ensued as to the location and dates for the meeting—with Palm Sunday falling on April 1, and Easter falling on April 8, it was the consensus of opinion that the meeting should be held in late March.  Suggestions were made regarding holding the meeting in Little Rock, with a dinner to be held at the Clinton Presidential Center and Park and a tour of the facility.
Birding Brochure Update
The Audubon Great River Birding Trail is an informational resource directing birders and other nature enthusiasts to 500 wildlife-viewing sites along the Mississippi River.  The trail follows the Great River Road from Minnesota through Louisiana.  Hard-copy maps of the northern five states have been produced.  Because of the high cost of printing large quantities of maps, Audubon has elected to pursue a web-based version of the trail, which is not only less expensive, but also can be updated and corrected as needed.
Garland Hayes reported that he, Kathy Radomski, Ruth Hawkins and Nancy Clark met in Stuttgart to discuss the birding brochure.  After much discussion, a call was placed to Bruce Reid of the National Audubon Society to get an update on Audubon’s pursuing the web-based version of the trail.  Mr. Reid said that funds were being solicited for the website, and that they have commitments from Tennessee’s wildlife agency, Entergy and Mississippi State University to develop the first phase.  A prospective corporate donor may help with river-wide marketing and additional website work on the upper River.  Reid said that they also intend to test market rack cards and other pieces in higher-traffic areas to direct people to the website, and a national marketing and communications plan to use Audubon Magazine and other resources is being developed.  The first portion of the Great River Birding Trail website will be available to the public in July 2006.  All major birding sites along the Tennessee portion will be available as well as select sites in Mississippi.  Mr. Reid said that for approximately $10,000 the majority of the Arkansas sites could be mapped, with data entry and website design included.
Future Meeting Dates for Commission

Chairman Robin McClendon suggested the next Commission meeting be held in conjunction with the annual meeting in St. Louis in September 2006.
Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Robin McClendon, Chairman                             Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

