Minutes
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
1912 Central Delta Depot Museum
100 West Cypress Street
Brinkley, Arkansas  
November 29, 2006 
 
Commissioners Present 
Robin McClendon 

Garland Hayes 
Bobby Kennedy 
James Banks
Taralou Dunklin

Joe St. Columbia
Molly Houseworth

Anna Grizzle

Alvin Meyer

Commissioners Absent 
Eva Hollowell

Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director, Delta Byways Regional Association
Steve Weston, Arkansas Highway &Transportation Department

Julia Hart, Arkansas Highway &Transportation Department

Call to Order 
Chairman Robin McClendon called the meeting to order, and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to attend the meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas.  Julia Hart with the Arkansas Highway & Transportation Department was introduced as the Scenic Byways Coordinator.
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Joe St. Columbia moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Taralou Dunklin seconded and

motion carried. 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission 

Robin McClendon reported that the Semi-Annual Meeting of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas on February 21-23, 2007.  Ms. McClendon suggested the Commission meet in January, 2007 to finalize plans for hosting the meeting. Several sites in Little Rock were discussed as potential places for tours and meals—the Clinton Presidential Center, Historic Museum of Arkansas, Marlsgate Plantation and the Old State House.   Nancy Clark reported that arrangements are being made for the DoubleTree to be the host hotel.
A discussion ensued regarding ideas for a theme for the hospitality suite.  “Rocking in the Rock” was agreed upon.  Ruth Hawkins said that Jonesboro had used a “50s” theme for the host city early bird event for the Governor’s Conference earlier in the year.  
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Ladies wore poodle skirts and various contests were held such as blowing the  largest bubble gum bubble and hula hoops.  Everyone had a good time either participating or cheering on the contestants.  Julia Hart mentioned a musician she knows who is really talented to consider for entertainment at the Clinton Center.  She said she would send the contact information to Nancy Clark.
Update on Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI)

Dr. Ruth Hawkins reminded the Commissioners that the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) is a three-year project, funded through a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, to implement preservation-based economic development strategies in two rural pilot regions—a fifteen-county region in the Arkansas Delta and an eight-county region in central Kentucky. She updated the Commission on recent activities of RHDI which is working in cooperation with the fifteen counties of Arkansas Delta Byways Regional Association.  Dr. Hawkins said the Arkansas program will focus on five key program areas: (1) heritage tourism; (2) local entrepreneurial business and product development; (3) regional branding and marketing; (4) building preservation and property development and (5) preservation education.  She also said that restoration projects for Blytheville’s Greyhound Bus Station and Kress Building are in progress as well as Helena’s Centennial Baptist Church. 

Dr. Ruth Hawkins also reported on the grand opening of the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum at Tyronza, Arkansas in October, 2006.  She said in 1934, both white and black men joined together to form the Southern Tenant Farmers Union to improve conditions for tenant farmers.  The union established informal headquarters in a Tyronza building that housed the dry cleaning business of H.L. Mitchell and the gas station of Clay East, two of the Union’s organizers.  Arkansas State University developed this site into a museum focusing on tenant farming and the legacy of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union.  Several descendants of the founders attended the opening. Nancy Clark stated that she attended the opening, and the Museum is really interesting with great exhibits.
Dr. Hawkins said that the grand opening for Lakeport Plantation is scheduled for May 25, 2007.  She said they were working with the same museum consultant who designed the Mill City Museum in Minneapolis, Minnesota which most of the Commissioners had visited.
Delta Byways Regional Association Annual Banquet

Dr. Ruth Hawkins reported the banquet was held in October in Dumas at the civic center.  There was a good turn-out and Chairman Robin McClendon was honored with the “Tourism Person of the Year” award.  
“Favorite Place/Experience” on the Arkansas Great River Road

Nancy Clark said the Web site for the Mississippi River Parkway Commission, experiencemississippiriver.com, has a place for posting comments about your favorite place along the Great River Road and the Mississippi River.  She said she posted one about Helena and used Mark Twain’s quote about it being one of the prettiest situations on the Mississippi River.  She encouraged everyone to post their favorite spot.
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Chairman Robin McClendon asked for a show of hands for the next Commission meeting to be held on January 30, 2007 to continue planning of the semi-annual national commission meeting.  She also suggested spouses attend to participate in the planning.
Joe St. Columbia said he would be happy to host the meeting at the Pillow-Thompson House in Helena.  Alvin Meyer suggested that since the meeting was near Marianna that Ms. Ruby Eason and family be invited to attend, and a resolution in honor of John A. Eason be presented at that time.
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,
John Alvin Eason provided dedicated and invaluable service and leadership to the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas, serving as Secretary/Treasurer; and

WHEREAS,
John Alvin Eason volunteered his time, energy and expertise serving on the Transportation Committee of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission; and
WHEREAS,
John Alvin Eason gave unfailingly and unselfishly over nine-and-one-half years of service to the Commission in the advancement of its goals; and

WHEREAS,
John Alvin Eason made an enduring contribution to the activities of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas, and the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission;

WHEREAS,
John Alvin Eason was elected to the Arkansas House of Representatives and worked tirelessly on health care issues thereby improving the quality of life for Arkansans; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas express their deep and continued appreciation for the numerous endeavors of John Alvin Eason to the success of its programs and major contributions to health care in the State of Arkansas.

This RESOLUTION adopted by the Mississippi River Parkway Commission on this 29th day of November, 2006, in the City of Brinkley, Arkansas.


                             MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION

                                       ____________________________

                                         Robin A. McClendon, Chairman

                                         GREAT RIVER ROAD DIVISION

                                         ____________________________

                                          Nancy Clark, Director
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Arkansas Tourism Development Foundation

Nancy Clark stated that the Commission belongs to the Arkansas Tourism Development Foundation, and it is time for dues to be paid.  She gave the invoice to Secretary-Treasurer, Bobby Kennedy for payment.  The Foundation underwrites expenses which are not paid with state budgets, and will help us with the hospitality at the annual meeting in Little Rock.

Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Robin McClendon, Chairman                             Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

