Minutes
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
St. Francis County Museum
603 Front Street
Forrest City, Arkansas  
October 9, 2007 
 
Commissioners Present 
Garland Hayes 
Anna Grizzle

Bobby Kennedy 
Eva Hollowell

James Banks
Joe St. Columbia
Molly Houseworth

Commissioners Absent 
Robin McClendon 

Taralou Dunklin

Alvin Meyer

Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director, Delta Byways Regional Association
Paula Miles, Delta Byways Regional Association

Jana Greenbaum, Communications Section Manager, Arkansas Dept. of Parks & Tourism

Kim Williams, Travel Writer for Eastern Arkansas, Arkansas Dept. of Parks & Tourism

David Nichol, Reporter, Times Herald, Forrest City

Call to Order 
Chairman Garland Hayes called the meeting to order, and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to participate in the national meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission as well as the meeting in Forrest City.
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Joe St. Columbia moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Eva Hollowell seconded and

motion carried. 
Reports from Annual National Mississippi River Parkway Commission Meeting
Chairman Hayes reported that he felt the annual meeting went very well.  He said that the new management company, Pilch & Barnett did a fine job.  He also stated that Patsy Ramacitti from Iowa was elected Pilot and Bill Seratt from Mississippi was elected Pilot Pro-tem.  Commissioner Bobby Kennedy stated that Garland Hayes was elected Treasurer, and reported that the Transportation Committee was producing a compact disk for state commissions seeking scenic byway status to use.  Eva Hollowell reported that the Marketing Committee discussed complimentary ads which will run in American Roads magazine. The plan is for a fall/winter ad and a spring/summer ad with a focus on the 70th Anniversary of the Great River Road.  She also said seals were produced and distributed for use in mailings through 2008, and that the committee was excited about the geocaching project for the 70th Anniversary.  Joe St. Columbia attended the Cultural and Heritage Committee where a discussion was held regarding itineraries.
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Update on Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI)

Dr. Ruth Hawkins reported that the Initiative continues to implement its three-year work plan of preservation-based economic revitalization strategies for the fifteen-county region in eastern Arkansas.  By leveraging local and national funding, the RHDI and its partners, Arkansas Delta Byways and Main Street Arkansas, have successfully developed numerous projects and programs aimed at preserving, promoting and revitalizing this area of the Arkansas Delta.  One of the programs, Arkansas DeltaMade, was launched the first of October.  It highlights unique, locally made products, includes the Arkansas DeltaMade branding and promotional program, and provides access to new regional and statewide markets for entrepreneurs.  It also comes with technical services and assistance to help locals grow and expand businesses. Dr. Hawkins said the Arkansas Delta Byways tear-off map and guide to the cultural heritage of the region is ready to go to press.  After printing it will be available at the state Welcome Centers in the Delta, as well as toruism-related businesses and sites throughout the region.  The maps will feature key “Delta Destinations,” local heritage museums, sites and state parks, as well as highlighting the Great River Road and Crowley’s Ridge National Scenic Byways as main arteries traversing the Arkansas Delta.  She also said that the Arkansas Delta Byways Web site, www.deltabyways.com, has been redesigned and includes updated attractions, lodging and dining information for the region.  The Music Heritage Trail enhanced CD/DVD project was delayed, but has entered into production and manufacturing, and the expected date for delivery is January 2008. 
Dr. Hawkins said the City of Dyess has received a significant Historic Preservation Rehabilitation Grant from the Department of Arkansas Heritage to begin restoration of the Dyess Colony Administration Building.  It will be used to match funds raised from the annual Dyess Days festival to provide a new roof for the structure among other stabilization efforts. She also reported that work continues on both the Greyhound Bus Station and Kress Building in downtown Blytheville. The Kress Building houses the Delta Gateway Museum.
Lakeport Grand Opening and Dedication

Dr. Hawkins reported on the grand opening of Lakeport Plantation on September 28, 2007.  She said that it was a beautiful day, and over 600 people arrived to celebrate the event.  The workshops were very successful with 25 teachers signing up to get professional credit on Arkansas history, restoration techniques, oral histories and how to read historic photographs.  She said that on the following day over 150 people from the Johnson family attended the reunion with 20 of them coming from Canada. The event had a combined attendance of both African-Americans and Caucasians, and provided a time for healing relations.
Commissioner James Banks asked for an update on the John H. Johnson home in Arkansas City.  Dr. Hawkins stated that in May 2007 a partnership was created between Arkansas City and the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff to create the John H. Johnson Delta Cultural and Entrepreneurial Center and Complex project. She said the home had been relocated across the street from the Desha County Courthouse in Arkansas City and has some photos, history and background of Johnson’s life.
Geocaching to Celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the Great River Road
Nancy Clark introduced Jana Greenbaum, Communications Manager, from the Department of Parks & Tourism.  She also said that Jana is known for her enthusiasm for geocaching and promotes it at every opportunity.  Jana presented a PowerPoint presentation which said that geocaching is a fast-growing hobby with enthusiasts around the globe.  It combines technology 
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with nature to produce an exciting new form of entertainment for those who like to be adventurous in their leisure time.  In this modern-day treasure hunt, caches are hidden over the world by individuals or groups.  The location of each geocache is marked with Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates which are shared via the Internet. Enthusiasts use hand-held GPS units to hunt for the caches.  Each hunt and the terrain around it vary in difficulty.  Some caches contain only log books in small tins or film canisters, while others have min treasures inside containers such as ammo boxes.  Standard geocaching protocol is to take something if you leave something.  The rewards for finding the geocache are much more that the material goods found inside.  There’s the satisfaction of an accomplished quest as well as the joy of experiencing the location. 
Nancy Clark stated that she thought coordinating geocaching with the 70th Anniversary of the Great River Road would be an opportunity to draw attention to interested travelers who like to geocache.  Examples of items found in caches were presented as well as containers that would be appropriate for a cache.  She said that we should try to have at least one cache in each of the ten Arkansas Great River Road Counties.  The goal of the national office is to have at least 70 caches up and down the Road.

Commission Meeting Schedule

Chairman Garland Hayes asked for a show of hands for the next Commission meeting to be held on December 4 at Lakeport Plantation.
Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Garland Hayes, Chairman                                  Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

