Minutes
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas 
Radisson Hotel & Suites
200 North 4th Street
St. Louis, Missouri  
September 22, 2006 
 
Commissioners Present 
Robin McClendon 

Garland Hayes 
Eva Hollowell

Joe St. Columbia
 Molly Houseworth

Anna Grizzle

Commissioners Absent 
Bobby Kennedy 
Alvin Meyer

Taralou Dunklin

James Banks
Technical Advisors/ Department Staff/Guests Present 
Nancy Clark, Great River Road Division Director 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director, Delta Byways Regional Association
Call to Order 
Chairman Robin McClendon called the meeting to order, and thanked everyone for taking time from their busy schedules to attend the annual meeting of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission.

Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting 

Eva Hollowell moved to approve the minutes from
           the previous meeting.  Joe St. Columbia seconded and

motion carried. 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission 

Robin McClendon reported that the Semi-Annual Meeting of the National Mississippi River Parkway Commission will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas on February 21-24, 2007.  Ms. McClendon suggested the Commission meet on November 29, 2006 to make plans for hosting the meeting. Several sites in Little Rock were discussed as potential places for tours and meals—the Clinton Presidential Center, Historic Museum of Arkansas, Marlsgate Plantation and the Old State House.   Nancy Clark reported that arrangements are being made for the DoubleTree to be the host hotel.
Great River Road Interpretive Center Signage and Workshop Training

Nancy Clark reported the Great River Road Interpretive Center signs have been delivered to the four Arkansas centers:  Delta Cultural Center in Helena, Arkansas Post 
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National Memorial at Gillett, White River National Wildlife Refuge at St. Charles and Lake Chicot State Park at Lake Village.  Ms. Clark said all of the signs had been erected with the exception of the White River site and she was not sure about it.  She reported 
Ocie Hunter, Superintendent, Lake Chicot State Park, told her that visitors stopped to look at the sign in the Park, and were very interested in it.  He also has the accompanying brochures on display in the Visitor Center.  A discussion ensued as to scheduling a media event and orientation for staff at the interpretive center sites. 
Birding Web Site Update
The Audubon Great River Birding Trail is an informational resource directing birders and other nature enthusiasts to 500 wildlife-viewing sites along the Mississippi River.  The trail follows the Great River Road from Minnesota through Louisiana.  Hard-copy maps of the northern five states have been produced.  Because of the high cost of printing large quantities of maps, Audubon has elected to pursue a web-based version of the trail, which is not only less expensive, but also can be updated and corrected as needed.
Nancy Clark reported meetings were held with Bruce Reid of the National Audubon Society to get an update on Audubon’s pursuing the web-based version of the trail.  Mr. Reid said that funds were being solicited for the website, and they had commitments from Tennessee’s wildlife agency, Entergy and Mississippi State University to develop the first phase.  A prospective corporate donor may help with river-wide marketing and additional website work on the upper River.  Reid said that they also intend to test market rack cards and other pieces in higher-traffic areas to direct people to the website, and a national marketing and communications plan to use Audubon Magazine and other resources is being developed.  The first portion of the Great River Birding Trail website was to be available to the public in July, 2006.  This was to include all major birding sites along the Tennessee portion as well as select sites in Mississippi.  Mr. Reid said that for approximately $10,000 the majority of the Arkansas sites could be mapped, with data entry and website design included, and would be active by mid-August with the remainder of the sites documented and operational by the first of November. Ms. Clark said she checked the site prior to the meeting and it was not live, and she would contact Mr. Reid.
Arkansas Highway Department May Divert Highway 65/82 Away From Lake Chicot
Copies of letters were presented to the Commission from the City of Lake Village and the Lake Village Chamber of Commerce which were sent to the Arkansas Highway Department requesting Arkansas Highways 65/82 not be diverted from the existing routes along the banks of Lake Chicot.  A discussion ensued regarding the work done by the Commission to achieve national scenic byway designation from the Federal Highway Administration for this segment of the highway which is part of the Arkansas Great River Road.

 Garland Hayes moved to send a resolution to the Highway

 Department in opposition to diverting Arkansas Highways 65/82

 away
 from Lake Chicot. Joe St. Columbia seconded and motion

carried.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,
The Delta region of eastern Arkansas has two national scenic byways designated by the Federal Highway Administration (1) Crowley’s Ridge Parkway National Scenic Byway and (2) Arkansas’s portion of the Great River Road, and 
WHEREAS,
Arkansas Highways 65/82 are segments of the Arkansas Great River Road National Scenic Byway following along the banks of Lake Chicot from the Lake Village city limits to the Mississippi River bridge, and

WHEREAS,
Lake Chicot is Arkansas’s largest natural lake cut off centuries ago when the Mississippi River changed course, and

WHEREAS,
This 20-mile long oxbow lake located in the Mississippi River Flyway provides excellent bird-watching, fishing and boating opportunities for Arkansans and visitors, and 

WHEREAS,
Lake Chicot serves as the basis of the tourism industry that the City of Lake Village is working so diligently to build, and 

WHEREAS,
Arkansas Highways 65/82 along the banks of Lake Chicot are among the most scenic of places on the Arkansas Great River Road National Scenic Byway.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas do hereby join in expressing their unanimous objection to the possibility of Arkansas Highways 65/82 being diverted away from Lake Chicot. 

This RESOLUTION adopted by the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas on the 22nd day of September, 2006, in the City of St. Louis, Missouri.






___________________________________

MISSSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION




Robin McClendon, Chairman












GREAT RIVER ROAD DIVISION​




Nancy Clark, Director
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Update on Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI)

Dr. Ruth Hawkins reminded the Commissioners that the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) is a three-year project, funded through a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, to implement preservation-based economic development strategies in two rural pilot regions—a fifteen-county region in the Arkansas Delta and an eight-county region in central Kentucky. She updated the Commission on recent activities of RHDI which is working in cooperation with the fifteen counties of Arkansas Delta Byways Regional Association.  Dr. Hawkins showed 2 DVD’s to the Commission which were prepared by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  She reported the “Visitor Experience Assessment” and the “Imaging and Branding” reports were completed by consultants. A series of heritage trails is being developed to include music, agriculture, and African-American culture.  Tear-off maps for the Arkansas Delta region focusing on scenic byways with guided itineraries are also in the design phase.  Dr. Hawkins presented a draft copy of a brochure on agriculture for the region which is almost ready for printing. 

Grand Opening of the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum

Dr. Ruth Hawkins issued invitations to attend the grand opening of the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum at Tyronza, Arkansas beginning at 10:00 a.m. on October 6, 2006.  She said in 1934, both white and black men joined together to form the Southern Tenant Farmers Union to improve conditions for tenant farmers.  The union established informal headquarters in a Tyronza building that housed the dry cleaning business of H.L. Mitchell and the gas station of Clay East, two of the Union’s organizers.  Arkansas State University has developed this site into a museum focusing on tenant farming and the legacy of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union.  Several descendants of the founders will be in attendance at the opening.
Agritourism in Arkansas:  A Strategic Conversation 
Garland Hayes said he participated in the strategic conversation focusing on agritourism and its potential as an industry in Arkansas.  The meeting was sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Parks & Tourism and the Winthrop Rockefeller Center of the University of Arkansas System, and held at the Rockefeller Center at Petit Jean on July 27-28, 2006.  The purpose of the strategic conversation was to begin a discussion on the potential of agritourism in Arkansas, with focus placed on the idea of developing a more formal organizational structure.  Hayes said thirty-eight participants took part in the conversation and agreed that agritourism offers substantial economic development opportunities and that action should be taken.  The participants formed two committees charged with conducting further analysis.  The inventory committee is identifying and compiling a list of existing agritourism operations.  A research committee is exploring how other states and countries have tried to develop agritourism including the advantages and disadvantages of various structure options. The Rockefeller Center will coordinate an effort to gather information about resources currently available for potential agritoursim operators.  The Center will then compile this information and create a resource directory.  A definition of Agritourism in Arkansas was developed by participants:  Agritourism in Arkansas is any activity, enterprise, or business designed to increase farm and community income by attracting the public to visit agricultural 
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operations and outlets that provide educational and/or recreation experiences that help sustain and build awareness of the rural quality of life.
Commission Meeting Schedule

Chairman Robin McClendon asked for a show of hands for the next Commission meeting to be held on November 29 to begin planning of the semi-annual national 
commission meeting.  She also suggested spouses attend to participate in the planning.
Respectfully submitted: 
______________________     


_________________

Robin McClendon, Chairman                             Nancy Clark, Director 

Mississippi River Parkway Commission             Great River Road Division 

